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Response Essay 
Prompt #1
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The narrative by Eddah Mutua shows just how much interaction and self-reflection played a critical role in helping her understand the complexities of intercultural growth and the politics of postcoloniality. While learning in Kenya, Mutua taught herself to make connections through educational institutions (Chapter 5). She applied the same skills while studying in London and finally at Berkeley. While reading was an important aspect of gaining knowledge in school, Mutua also recognized the fact that it was important to engage in events and build bridges that exist across racial differences. Mutua recognized that she could not fit into one specific culture or background, just as it is presented in the idea of insider-outsider. While still studying in Nairobi, she learned about community, family, and friendships. These are essential factors in promoting social order in any given community. She also learned about aspects such as the history of British colonialism in Kenya (Chapter 5). I am glad that this made her think bigger of herself. It made her aware of the fact that she was bigger than her community was and as an African. When she moved to London, she was more of an insider than an outsider. She took advantage of the deep connection that Kenya has with London. What surprises me is that she focused on building intercultural bridges with other students in London. For example, they talked about how cultural dependency could help in eliminating the effects of colonialism. This narrative presents an important perspective about the need to appreciate all cultures in modern times. 
Prompt #2
	The short story by Octavia Butler titled “Speech Sounds” portrayed a theme that opened my eyes and can do so for many others. She shows that it is very important that the essence of communication be not taken for granted. Communication forms part of culture and civilization. As a result of this, when it is not there, society begins to break down. Without communication, it can be impossible to express how we feel, and this is an important lesson I learned from reading the story. If one were unable to connect with other people in society, then it would be impossible to cooperate. This can cause extreme chaos in society ("Speech Sounds"). It would lead to individuals turning against each other and causing violence. This is what happens on the bus. For example, the two individuals fighting in the bus portray the inequality that exists in the society, and which affects it negatively.  In the engagement pointed out by Michelle Chikaonda, the theme of communication is outstanding. Rye is aware of the fact that speaking would trigger violence, as many others in the community are unable to speak (Chikaonda, 2020). However, she also feels the need to help other people. The aspect of epistemology that we learned from class can be connected to the case of Rye. Epistemology is about acquiring knowledge and understanding what impedes (“Chapter 5”). Somehow, Rye knew that she had to overcome any barriers to ensure that she guided the community members. 
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